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B. Master Artist Information (to be filled out by the Master):
1. Background of master artist. Please describe your background and experience in your art form. How long have you been
practicing your art form? How did you learn it? What honors or other evidence can you give of your mastery in the art form?

I've been doing leatherwork ever since I was 7 or 8, but got interested in rawhide braiding in 1981.
The first ten years I was learning on my own or by studying works in Western Horseman magazine.
at that time, there wasn't anyone really involved in rawhide braiding in Texas, or they weren't
interested in teaching. Many of the great braiders are in the Northwest or South America, so by the
early 1990s I traveled to Oregon to learn under the legendary Frank Hansen. In 2002 I traveled to
Argentina to incorporate their techniques. I have had my work featured since 1994 at events such as
Trappings of Texas, National Cowboy Poetry Gathering, and Cowboy Crossings. In 2001, I was
elected into the TCA, and in 2003 I was the Academy of Western Artists Braider of the Year.

2. Why do you want to participate in the Apprenticeship Program? What do you hope to accomplish from your participation in
the program?

Rawhide braiding has been underrepresented until the last 15 years. This apprenticeship will help
provide greater awareness of the cowboy arts and the importance of continuing it.
C. Apprentice Information (to be filled out by the Apprentice):
1. Background of apprentice. Please describe your background and experience in the traditional art form you wish to study
(e.g., how long have you been involved in the art form you wish to study? What is your current level of skill in the art form?)

I have been rawhide braiding for over 50 years, but have become more focused over the past 20
years. I learned the craft from my father and Mexican ranch workers. My introduction to the craft was
from a cow I named Shirley; I regretted naming it as my father shot and killed it to use for rawhide.
But what emerged was an interest that became an addiction, and I have been doing it ever since. As
for level, if Leland is a 10 and a beginner is a 1, I would say that I'm a 6. I've made multiple sets of
reigns that have been featured at rodeos and trappings shows across the state.
2. Why do you want to participate in the Apprenticeship Program? What do you do hope to accomplish from your participation
in the program?

It would be an honor to work under Leland, and I want to surround myself with talented artists such
as him. I would be able to refine my abilities in rawhide, and really improve on the artistic side.
3. What are your plans for continuing to practice the art form you wish to study?

My father always said, "Knowledge is worthless unless it's shared." I plan to continue improving my
abilities as an artist in the tradition, and keeping the tradition alive by passing it on to others that
share a similar passion as Leland and myself.
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D. Description of the Proposed Apprenticeship
(Master Artist and Apprentice should fill out the following sections together).
1. In 250 words or less, please tell us about the skills, techniques and forms you plan to cover during your proposed
apprenticeship.
     

The apprenticeship will focus on refining the techniques of rawhide braiding. Clint has the basics
down, but the apprenticeship will provide a means to take his skillset to an advanced and highly
detailed level.

We will introduce more artistic aspects of the braiding than just the practical function of rawhide. We
will go over design patterns, and discuss methods and reasons for incorporating artistic aspects into
the work. This will be done through several rawhide projects that seek to reflect this artistic focus
over the course of the apprenticeship.

2.

Time frame for the Proposed Apprenticeship:

    	

a. Starting Date:		

02

/

01

/

18

Ending Date:		

09

/

01

/

18

b. Approximate number of learning lessons:		

2.5
per week		

12
c. Length of each session:				

hours

210
d. Total hours of proposed apprenticeship:		

hours

e. Meeting Place:

per month

We will meet at Leland's home in Meridian, TX

3. Public Presentation Proposal
Apprenticeships MUST include a public presentation* of your work. Applicants may have the opportunity to perform at
an Apprenticeship Program Showcase for Summer 2018, and can state their interest below. However, applicants must
still provide a description for a proposed presentation such as its location, potential dates, and plan for promotion. (150
words/1000 characters maximum)
Yes, I am interested in participating in the Apprenticeship Program Showcase
✔

No, I am not interested in participating in the Apprenticeship Program Showcase

Journal, with possibility of featuring work/giving workshop at Trappings of Texas in April 2018

*NOTE:
1. Presentations may take a variety of forms beyond actual face-to-face performances or workshops but they must be
accessible to the public. Web-based presentations, blogs, YouTube videos, or other social media formats are acceptable, but
applicants should discuss these ideas with Texas Folklife staff prior to submitting an application.
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4.

Apprenticeship Budget – (Fees cannot exceed $2000, Supplies and Materials cannot exceed $500)
a. Master Artist Fees
(should be most of the budget)		

1500
$     

b. Supplies and Materials
(please itemize; include travel if applicable)
Item:					Amount:

Travel
						$

500

Materials
						$

500

(deer hide and prep,
						$

tools, etc.)
						$
						$
				Subtotal:
     
c.

$

1000

Other costs (please specify)
Item:					Amount:

						$
				Subtotal:

$

2500
				TOTAL		$     
E. Supporting Materials (Required)
Please provide the following supporting materials in addition to this application, label each item with your name. Please
limit supporting materials to a total of 10 pages, including letters of support. If you cannot submit supporting materials,
contact Texas Foklife to discuss alternatives. Supporting Materials are very important to the application and serve as your
opportunity to demonstrate the artistic level of mastery and apprentice’s commitment to the art form to the review panel.
•

•

Documentation and Work Samples: Work samples that give evidence of the master artist’s and the apprentice’s
artistic ability must accompany the application. Applications without work samples for both the master artist and the
apprentice will not be eligible for consideration. Be sure to send examples that best demonstrate skills and details of
work clearly. These materials may include photographs, videos, and copies of newspaper articles, or actual samples
of your work. Work samples can be mailed, contact Texas Folklife to arrange return. Videos do not need to be
professionally produced, but should adequately demonstrate the art form.
Letters of Support (3 maximum): from community members or other people who know you and your work in the
traditional arts.
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